ONLY   MONGOOSES

screams, and stamping one of his forefeet on the ground, in
a peculiar way he had, which appeared very human. But to
all natives, without exception, he behaved in the most
friendly manner.

The Sultana Mshenzi was just the reverse. She greeted
ail white men with the greatest cordiality but could not
stand natives, not even those of my 'boys' whom she had
known for years. They had to be constantly on the look-
out when moving about, for, when they passed too close to
her she immediately made a dash at their feet, an idiosyn-
crasy which, alas! brought about her untimely end.

And Maskini, the second female, who had the sweetest
of tempers, entertained no colour prejudices of any kind!

It was interesting to observe the behaviour toward one
another of the mongooses according to their sex. Two
male mongooses, except when they have been brought up
together from childhood, will not tolerate each other, and
keep on fighting like stags until they are separated. The
manner of these contests is very peculiar; they wrestle,
shoulder against shoulder, applying all their energy, appar-
ently, to no other purpose than that of making the antagonist
lose ground. But these seemingly harmless efforts, which
are carried on with the greatest patience, are from time to
time interrupted by a sudden, fierce seizing-hold with the
teeth on the soft part of the nose, or the lips, or the nape of
the neck, where severe wounds are inflicted. I have found
it quite impossible to accustom to one another two adult
male mongooses.

Female mongooses also fight, but never without a special
reason, and their battles are much less fierce than those of
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